Chinh tri va dan chu qua lang kinh Nhan dao Duy Dan

Khi néi dén chinh tri hay dan chu, hau hét moi nguoi déu nghi dén chinh quyén, bau
ctt, hay quyén luc. Nhung that ra, dang sau d6 1a nhitng cau hoi rat 16n: con ngusi
sOng vGi nhau nhu thé nao, luat 1é nao quan ly xa héi, quyén va nghia vu ra sao, va
diéu gi tao ra cong bang?

Nhiéu tu tuwéng trén thé gici da c6 gang tra 1oi cac cau hoi d6. Pong phuong c6
Khéng Tw — dé cao dao duce va trat ty xa hoi. Tay phuwong c6 Plato — dé cao triét gia
cam quyeén; c6 Marx — phé phan bat céng xa hoi; va cé Mill - bao vé tv do ca nhan.
Nhung tu twéng Duy Dan (Thang Nghia) lai di theo huéng khac: xem chinh trj 1a
cong trinh thiét ké xa hoi cua con ngudi, dé moi ngudi dugc séng binh dang, 6n dinh
va hanh phuc. Bai viét nay trinh bay nhitng tu tudng d6 bang ngon ngit dé hiéu, dong
thoi so sanh véi dan chu hién dai.

1. Chinh tri la gi?

1.1 Khai niém chung cua thé giGi

Trong khoa hoc chinh tri, “chinh tri” thuwong dugc dinh nghia la:
o Hoat dong gianh, gitr va stt dung quyén luc nha nudc.

e Hodac rong hon: 1a moi viéc lién quan dén viéc tao ra va ap dung luat 1é chung,
nhirng luat 1é ¢6 anh hudng dén doi séng cuia tat ca thanh vién trong xa hoi.

N6i ném na: chinh tri 1a cach xa hoi van hanh. Ai quyét dinh luat 16? Quyén lgi va
nghia vu chia thé nao? Ai bao vé cong ly? Cach phan chia tai nguyén ra sao? Tat ca
déu thuoc vé chinh tri.

1.2 Quan diém ctia Duy Dan (chi vi dan)

Théang Nghia nhin khéc:

Chinh tri khéng chi la quyén luc, ma la:
- Thiét ké xa hoi.

- Thuc hién su thiét ké do.

- Boi sy tham gia cuia toan dan.

No6i don gian: chinh tri la mot khoa hoc t6 chie doi song con nguoi.

Pé hiéu diéu nay, phai nhin vao cac “nhan tinh”, titc nhitng nhu cau ty nhién cua
con nguoi, bao gom:



(1) Sac tinh: Con ngudi can lap gia dinh, duy tri noi giéng.
(2) Nhu yéu tinh: Con nguoi can an, méc, &, chira bénh...

(38) Xa hoi tinh: D& dap tng hai nhu cau trén, con ngudi phai song thanh xa hoi,
khong thé song don 1é.

(4) Ty vé tinh: Khi song thanh xa hoi, con nguoi phai bao vé minh trudc thién tai,
tha di, ké thu, bat cong.

Nhu vay, xa hoi hinh thanh vi nhu cau ty nhién ctia con nguoi.
Ngoai viéc thiét ké va thuc hién doi song chung, chinh tri con la diéu ly nhan tinh,
tc cac nhu cau ndi trén, sao cho:

e Vo chong song c6 dao ly, trung trinh véi nhau = goi la “trinh.

e M0dingudi c6 co hoi, nghia vy, va quyén 1¢gi nhu nhau = goi 1a “binh”.
e Moinguoi song hoa thuan, an toan = goi la “hoa”.

Néu lam dugc ba diéu dd, xa hoi 6n dinh. Néu sai léch, xa hoi loan.

Vi vay, theo Duy Dan, chinh tri khéng phai la tro dau da quyén luc, ma la nghé thuat
xay dung doi s6ng con nguoi.

2. Nhirng tw twéng chinh tri 16n trén thé gidi
2.1 Khéng Tw: Pao dtrc tri

Khong Tt tin rang xa hoi chi 6n dinh khi nguoi cam quyén c6 dao dic.
Nha vua phai lam guwong. Quan phai liém chinh. Dan phai gitt 1é nghia.

Muén tri nuwdc, phai tri bang dao, khong chi bang luat.

Uu diém:

e Xay dung xa hoi co trat ty, dao ly, kinh trén nhuong dudi.
Han ché:

e Qua tin twong vao dao dirc ca nhan nguoi cam quyén.

o Khong c6 co ché kiém soat quyeén luc.

o Dé dan dén ché do chuyén quyeén.

2.2 Plato: Triét gia lanh dao



Trong “The Republic”, Plato cho rang chi nhitng nguoi vira thong minh, vira ¢ dao
dic, vira dugc gidao duc ky ludng mdi du tuw cach cam quyén. Vi vay, nha nudc ly
twdng phai do triét gia 1anh dao.

Uu diém:

e Doi hoi nang luc va dao dirc ctia nguoi cam quyeén.

e Dé cao gido duc.

Han ché:

e Xem dan thuwong thiéu kha nang.

e Dé trd thanh tinh hoa tri (elitism).

2.3 Marx: Dau tranh giai cap

Marx nhin xa hoi qua lang kinh kinh té&. Ong cho rang:

e Lich strla dau tranh gitra cac giai cap.

e Tuban béc 16t cong nhan.

e Mudn coéng bang, phai x6a tu hitu tu ban va trao quyén cho giai cdp cong nhan.
Uu diém:

o Phé phan dung su bat binh ding cua tu ban.

e Doihéi quyén 1gi cho ngudi lao dong.

Han ché:

o Khi 4p dung vao thyc té dé bién thanh chuyén ché.

e Xoa bo thi truong va sd hitru tw nhan lam giam déng lyc kinh té.
2.4 John Stuart Mill: Ty do ca nhan

Trong “On Liberty”, Mill nhan manh:

e Modicanhan c6 quyén tu do tu twdng, ngdn luan, song theo lya chon riéng.
e Nha nudc va da s6 khong dugc ap dat 1én thiéu so.

Ong bao vé t6i da quyén con nguoi.

Uu diém:

e M@ duong cho dan chu ty do, nhan quyén, kinh té thi truong.



Han ché:

e N&éu tu do ca nhan qua da, c6 thé dan dén ich ky, phan hoa xa hoi.
3. Dan chu hién dai - wu va khuyét

Ngay nay, khi nhac dén dan chu, thé gigi thuong hiéu:
¢ Dan dugc bau lanh dao.

e Chinh quyén do dan kiém soat.

e Co phap luat bao vé quyén con ngudi.

e (Co6 bao chi va xa hoi dan sy giam sat.

Nha nghién cttu Larry Diamond néu 4 tiéu chuan:

(1) Bau cw ty do va cong bang.

(2) Nguoi dan tham gia chinh tri va xa hoi.

(3) Ton trong nhan quyén.

(4) Tat ca déu binh dang trudc phap luat.

Nhin chung, dan chu hién dai dé cao ca nhan:

Quyén ca nhan.

Loiich ca nhan.

Tu do lwa chon.

e Phéa bo ap ché cua nha nudc hoac ton giao.
bay la thanh tyu 16n lao chung ctia ca nhan loai.
Nhung dan chu hién dai ¢6 5 van dé 16n:

(1) Tién quyét dinh chinh tri, ai ¢6 tién c6 tiéng néi, nguoi nghéo bi bo quén.

(2) Tranh gianh dang phai, chinh tri thanh cudc canh tranh quyét liét gitra cac nhom
quyén luc.

(3) Tw do nhung thiéu dao dtic, con ngudi dé roi vao chtl nghia ca nhan cuc doan.
(4) Bat binh dang kinh t&, nguoi giau cang giau, ngudi nghéo cang ngheéo.

(5) Khung hoang niém tin, dan “c6 quyén bau” nhung khong cam thay minh “quyét
dinh dugc gi”.

No6i cach khac:



Dan chu hién dai mang lai tw do, nhung chua tao dugc céng bang.
4. Dan chu theo Nhan dao Duy Dan khac ¢ diém nao?
Duy Dan cho rang dan chu phai cé:

- Toan dan tham gia.

- Truyec tiép.

- Thuec chat.

- Cohoibinh dang.

- Khong dé mot nhom giau phuong tién hodc nhiéu thé luc chi phoi xa hoi.

Khac vGi dan chu Tay phuong dat nén tang trén cht nghia ca nhan, Duy Dan dat nén
trén nhan tinh va cong dong.

4.1 Ly tic cua dan chu Tay phuong
e Mudn c6 quyén lgi, phai lam nghia vu.
e Nhung dé lam nghia vu tot, phai c¢6 diéu kién, co6 co héi.

Vidu:
Ban mudn “binh dang trudce luat”, nhung néu ngudi giau mudn dugc luat su gioi,
con nguoi ngheéo khong co, thi hai bén khong hé “binh dang”.

Vi vay, dan cht khong chi 1a luat, ma phai c6 co héi that su.
4.2 Ly tac cua dan chu Duy Dan

Duy Dan bd sung: Phai c6 co hoi binh ding dé thang tién doi séng thi binh dang
nghia vu va binh déng quyén l¢gi mdi c6 y nghia.

Néu mot ngudi muon muu cau hanh phuc théng qua gidao duc, kinh t& ma khong
dugc tao diéu kién hoac diéu kién kém nguoi khac, thi dan chu dé khong thuc chat.
bay la diém cuc ky khac v6i dan chu ca nhan kiéu Tay phuong.

5. Nén tang kinh té: “Binh San Kinh Té&”

Duy Dan cho ring dan chu chi bén vitng néu kinh té binh ding.
Nhung “binh dang” & day khong phai cao bang — khong phai ai ciing giong ai.
Ma la:

o Binh dang co hoi.
o Binh dang san xuAt.

o Binh dang phan phdi.



Tuc la:

e Aic6 stc thi lam.

e Lam nhiéu huwdng nhiéu.

e Nhung ai cling c6 co hdi ngang nhau.

Khac véi:

e X0 Viét: x6a s@ hitu tw nhan, nha nudc gom hét.
o Tu ban: “ai manh thi giau, ai yéu thi chiu”

Duy Dan mudn mo hinh hgp nhan tinh: ¢6 sd hitu, c6 thi truong, nhung khong dé tu
ban thao ting xa hoi va khéng dé nha nudce cai tri nhw doc tai.

6. Muc tiéu cudi cung: Dan Chu Xa Hoi Hoa
Duy Dan huéng dén mot xa hoi ma:

e Dan tu t6 chuc.

e Dan ty quyét.

e Nhanudc la co ché diéu hanh va phéi hop, tao diéu kién cho dan t6 chue va ty
quyét.

bén luc hoan thién, nha nuéc sé nho dan vi xa hoi t quan.
Tu tuwdng nay twong tu vdéi “vo chinh pht” theo nghia tich cuc:

o Khong phai hon loan.
o Mala x4 hoi truong thanh dén mirc khong can cai tri bang cudng ché.
Noi cho dé hiéu:

Khi dao dttc dugc nang cao, gido duc va kinh té déu binh ding, viéc thi hanh luat 1é
sé trd thanh thoéi quen ty nhién. Luc do, luat nam trong long ngudi, khéng can cuéng
ché manh nhu bo tu.

7. So sanh ngan gon

Dé so sanh, doi v6i dan chu hién dai Tay phuong, vé quyén lgi thi quyén la quan
trong vi quyén dé ra lgi; kinh té thi trudng tw do nhung do tu ban chi phoi; hinh thitc
dan chu la da dang, bau dai dién, c6 nguy co bat binh ding, dang tranh va tu ban
lang doan; muc tiéu cudi cung la nha nudce cai tri.



Trong khi dan cht theo Nhan dao Duy Dan thi quyén, nghia vu va co hoi la ba yéu t6
song hanh; vé kinh té theo co ché binh san nhung khong co6 nghia tai san ai ciing
nhu nhau, ma la ai cting ¢6 co héi san xuat, lam giau chinh dang; hinh thitc dan chu
l1a toan dan thuc chat tham gia, khong dé tién bac ling doan, va khi dat dugc co hoi
va gido duc, xa hoi sé on dinh, doan két; muc tiéu cuéi cung la xa hoi ty quan, nha
nudc thu nho vai tro.

8. Két luan
Tu twdng chinh tri va dan chu trén thé gidi da trai qua nhiéu thaoi ky:

o Tiurdao duc tri (Khéng Tw)

e Dén tinh hoa tri (Plato)

e Dén dau tranh giai cap (Marx)
e Dén ty do ca nhan (Mill)

e Vadén dan chu tu do hién dai.

Moi giai doan c6 diém tién b6 va ciing c6 han ché.
Duy Dan dé xuat mot cach nhin khac:

e Con ngudi cé nhu cau ty nhién.

e Xahoi ton tai dé dap wng nhu cau do.

o Chinh tri phai thiét ké sao cho moi ngudi c6 co hoi binh dang.

e Dan chu phai thuc sy do toan dan lam chu.

« Kinh té& phai binh san (binh ding co hoi, nghia vy, quyén l¢i), chit khong dé tu
ban thao ting hay nha nudc doc quyén.

e Vacudi cung, xa hoi trudng thanh dén muirc t quan, nguoi ngudi ty giac hoan
thanh nhiém vu va hgp tac véi nhau, giam st dung dan ap, cudng ché.

Tém lai:

Dan cht ctia Duy Dan khong bat dau bang 14 phiéu, ma bang xay dung con ngudi
nhan chu toan dién (lam chu ban than, gia dinh, xa hoi), dugc gido duc, dugc tao co
hoi, va tham gia thuc chat vao doi séng xa hoi.

05/11/2025

Ta Dzu

(V6i su ho trg ctia Chat GPT vé trinh bay va dich thuat. Nhiéu tit, cum tit Ly Pong A
st dung c6 thé chua dugc dich chinh xac vi khéng co tir twong duong trong tiéng
Anh).



Politics and Democracy Through the Humanitarian Lens of Duy Dan

When people speak about politics or democracy, most immediately think of
government, elections, or power. But behind those concepts are deeper questions:
How do human beings live with one another? Which rules govern society? How are
rights and duties arranged? And what creates justice?

Many schools of thought around the world have attempted to answer these
questions.

In the East, Confucius emphasized morality and social order.

In the West, Plato trusted in philosopher-rulers; Marx criticized social injustice;
Mill defended individual liberty.

But the Duy Dan (People-Centered Humanitarianism) philosophy, as developed by
Thang Nghia, takes a different direction: it views politics as the human project of
designing society so that everyone may live in equality, stability, and happiness.

This piece presents those ideas in simple language and compares them with
modern democracy.

1. What is Politics?
1.1 The Common Global Definition
In political science, “politics” is often defined as:

* The activity of acquiring, maintaining, and exercising state power.
* More broadly: everything related to creating and enforcing common laws that
affect the lives of all members of society.

In everyday words: politics is how society operates. Who decides the laws? How
are rights and duties distributed? Who protects justice? How are resources
allocated? All of that is politics.

1.2 The Duy Dan View (Humanitarian and People-Centered)
Théang Nghia sees politics differently:

Politics is not only the pursuit of power. It is:

¢ Designing society,

o Implementing that design,

e With the participation of the entire population.

Put simply: politics is the science of organizing human life.



To understand this, we must look at “human natures”—the natural needs of human
beings:

(1) Sexual-reproductive instinct: humans need families and continuation of the
species.

(2) Material needs: humans need food, shelter, clothing, healthcare.

(3) Social instinct: to fulfill the first two needs, humans must live together; no one
can survive alone.

(4) Self-defense instinct: once living together, people must protect themselves from
disasters, enemies, and injustice.

Thus, society is formed not by coercion, but by the natural needs of human life.

Beyond designing and maintaining shared life, politics must regulate (“harmonize”)
these human needs so that:

* Husbands and wives live morally and faithfully = called trinh (fidelity).

* Everyone has equal opportunity, duty, and rights = called binh (equality).
* People live safely and harmoniously with one another = called hoa (social
harmony).

If these three are fulfilled, society is stable.
If they are violated, society becomes chaotic.

Therefore, under the Duy Dan perspective:

Politics is not a game of power struggles, but the art of building human life.
2. Major Political Ideas in World Thought

2.1 Confucius: Governing Through Morality

Confucius believed society remains stable only when rulers have moral character.
Kings must set a good example. Officials must be upright. Citizens must follow
ethical norms.

To govern the nation, one must govern by virtue, not only by law.
Strengths:
e Builds an orderly society based on ethical relations and respect.

Weaknesses:



e Relies too much on the personal morality of rulers.
e Lacks mechanisms of accountability.

o Easily leads to authoritarianism.

2.2 Plato: Rule by Philosophers

In The Republic, Plato argued that only those who are intelligent, virtuous, and
well-educated are fit to rule. Therefore, the ideal state should be governed by
philosophers.

Strengths:

e« Demands competence and ethics in leadership.
e« Emphasizes education and wisdom.
Weaknesses:

e Assumes common citizens lack capability.

e Canlead to elitism.

2.3 Marx: Class Struggle

Marx viewed society through economics:

 History is a struggle between social classes.

 Capitalists exploit workers.

* To achieve justice, private ownership of capital must be abolished and power
must be given to the working class.

Strengths:

e Accurately criticizes inequality in capitalism.

e Advocates for workers’ rights.

Weaknesses:

e In practice, often turned into authoritarian regimes.

e Abolishing markets and private property reduces incentive and efficiency.
2.4 John Stuart Mill: Individual Liberty

In On Liberty, Mill insisted:
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* Every person has freedom of thought, expression, and lifestyle.
* The state and the majority may not oppress the minority.

Strengths:

e Opens the path to liberal democracy, human rights, and market economy.
Weakness:

e Excessive individualism can lead to selfishness and social fragmentation.
3. Modern Democracy — Strengths and Weaknesses

Today, democracy is commonly understood as:

* People elect leaders,

e Government is accountable to the people,
e Laws protect human rights,

* Press and civil society monitor power.

Scholar Larry Diamond outlines four pillars:

(1) Free and fair elections

(2) Public participation in political and civic life
(3) Protection of human rights

(4) Equality before the law

In general, modern democracy emphasizes:

¢ Individual rights

* Personal freedom

e Private choices

 Limiting state and religious oppression

This is a major human achievement.
But modern democracy faces five structural problems:

(1) Money controls politics — those with wealth have influence; the poor are
ignored.

(2) Partisan conflict — politics becomes a battlefield of competing power groups.

(3) Freedom without ethics — society drifts toward extreme individualism.
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(4) Economic inequality — the rich get richer, the poor get poorer.
(5) Crisis of confidence — people can vote, but feel they decide nothing.
In short:

Modern democracy brings freedom, but not yet justice.

4. How Duy Dan’s Humanitarian Democracy Differs
According to Duy Dan, true democracy must ensure:

e Participation of all people

e Direct involvement, not symbolic

e Real, not superficial

e Equal opportunities

¢ No domination by money or powerful elites

Unlike Western democracy, which is built on individualism,
Duy Dan rests on human nature and community.

4.1 Principle of Western Democracy

* To have rights, one must fulfill duties.
e But to fulfill duties well, people must have conditions and opportunities.

Example:
You may be “equal before the law,” but if the rich can hire top lawyers and the poor
cannot, then equality is only in words, not in reality.

Thus, democracy cannot be only about laws — it must be about real opportunity.
4.2 Principle of Duy Dan Democracy
Duy Dan adds:

There must be equal opportunities to advance in life for equality of duties and
equality of rights to have meaning.

If someone wants to study, work, or fulfill social duties but is denied opportunity,
then democracy is not real.
This sharply differs from Western-style individualist democracy.

5. Economic Foundation: The “Balanced Economy”
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Duy Dan argues that democracy lasts only if the economy is just.

But “equality” here does not mean forced sameness.
It means:

* Equal opportunity
* Equal access to production
e Fair distribution

In practice:

* Those who can work, should work
* Those who work more, should earn more
* But everyone must have the same chance to succeed

Different from:

e Soviet communism — abolishing private property and concentrating everything in
the state
e Capitalism — “the strong get rich, the weak suffer”

Duy Dan proposes a middle path aligned with human nature:
e There is ownership

e There is a market

e But no capitalist domination

e And no oppressive state monopoly

6. Final Goal: Socialized Democracy

Duy Dan envisions a society where:

e People organize themselves
* People make the decisions
* The state only coordinates, supports, and facilitates

As society matures, the state becomes smaller because society can self-govern.
This resembles anarchism in a positive sense:

e Not chaos
* But a society mature enough not to need coercive rule

In simple terms:
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When morality, education, and economics are equal and fair, law becomes a

natural habit.

Justice lives in the heart of each person—not in prisons.

7. A Brief Comparison

Modern Western Duy Dan Humanitarian
Aspect
Democracy Democracy
Foundation Individual rights Human nature + community
First Rights, duties, and equal
o Rights g ] d
priority opportunity together
Balanced economy: equal
Free market dominated by ) ¥: ed
Economy . opportunity to produce and
capital
prosper
Political Multi-party, representative Direct participation, no
form elections domination by wealth
Risk Inequality, party conflict, Stability and unity if opportunity
isks
capital manipulation and education are shared
. . Society self-governs, state
Final goal State governs society

8. Conclusion

minimized

Political and democratic thought has passed through many stages:

e Morality-based rule (Confucius)
* Rule by elites (Plato)

* Class struggle (Marx)

e Individual liberty (Mill)

e Modern liberal democracy.

Each era contributed something, and each had limitations.

Duy Dan proposes a different view:

* Humans have natural needs
* Society exists to fulfill those needs
* Politics must ensure equal opportunity for all
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* Democracy must truly be in the hands of the people
* The economy must guarantee equal opportunity, duty, and benefit—not capitalist

domination or state monopoly
 Ultimately, society should mature to the point of self-governance without coercion

In short:

Duy Dan’s democracy does not begin with the ballot box.
It begins with building whole human beings—educated, empowered, and truly
involved in society.

November 05, 2025
Ta Dzu
(With support of ChatGPT for presentation and translation. Many of the terms and

expressions used by Ly Dong A may not have been translated accurately, as there are
no exact English equivalents).
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